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Dear parents and carers, 
 
As we reach the end of the first week of term we are really pleased to tell you that the 
reopening of the school has gone very well. All students are back in lessons with their usual 
teachers, albeit sometimes having to travel further between classrooms than they usually do. 
 
We welcomed each year group back to school with an assembly in our Devonshire Hall in 
the Sixth Form building, the only hall we are able to use at this point in time. We showed 
students images of the school at the time of the floods so that they could see for themselves 
the extent of the damage. We then took them through the implications of the changes to the 
site, what is open and what is closed, explaining what this would mean for them. A key part 
of the assembly focused on the difficulties many members of our community, students and 
staff, continue to face as a result of the floods. Many students are out of their homes, as well 
as fifteen of our staff, and face much disruption. Student work has been lost as well as a 
huge number of teaching resources prepared by staff over a number of years. We talked 
about the need for every member of our school community to work together to support each 
other whilst work goes on to restore the school. Staff will be working very hard to make up 
for lost time and to continue to offer a high standard of education; students will be expected 
to respond with the highest standards of effort and behaviour.  
 
We have been delighted by the approach of our students as they have settled back into 
school. Many have told us how pleased they are to be back and when we visit lessons there 
is a real feel of things being back to normal. It is great to see that although approximately 
40% of our floor space is now a construction site, the school feels very much ‘business as 
usual’ in the space we now have. A lot of lessons are currently timetabled up at the Sixth 
Form end of the site. This means more travelling time between lessons for some students 
but avoids the need for lots of temporary classrooms with the issues they bring. We do have 
a temporary unit being delivered on Monday which will form the Pastoral Hub: the Zone, the 
Quiet Room and the Medical Room. This will be located just beside our office (we are sharing 
now, as are many others!) at the front of the school. We also have a temporary toilet block 
located next to the Campbell building where we have converted two spaces into PE changing 
rooms. In that sports facilities have been devastated we are keen to provide some 
alternatives while we work towards a longer term solution. Some PE classes will take place 
at the Sands Centre and there is a possibility of a temporary structure on site. 
 
We are very conscious of the difficulties facing some families as a result of the floods. Please 
do contact our pastoral teams if there are specific issues that it would be helpful for us to 
know about, or where we can offer support. We are also particularly conscious of the needs 
of students in examination year groups and have already begun to discuss with exam boards 
the need for special consideration; we will be writing to them, and also universities, more 
formally next week.  
 
As well as working to ensure that the school was in a functional state in order to reopen this 
week, and working to begin the recovery process, we have been campaigning for a better 
long term solution. Insurance companies replace like for like but we want to do everything in 
our power to ensure that if flooding were to reoccur, the school would not be damaged to 
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the same extent and our students would not miss out on education for such an extended period 
of time. Our boiler rooms, for example, are in basements; it does not seem to us good value 
for money to replace them in the same location. Our sports facilities, in particular, are at risk, 
having been flooded twice now. In that we have space at the opposite end of our site, away 
from the flood plain, we believe that it would make better sense to build a new sports facility 
there rather than spend a considerable amount of money again on the existing building. 

 
 We were delighted to welcome Nicky Morgan, Secretary of State for Education, to our school 
yesterday along with our MP, John Stevenson, who also visited us just after the floods 
occurred. It was good to have the opportunity to show the Secretary of State the extent of the 
damage to the school as well as the challenges the school and its community will continue to 
face over the coming months. She was very supportive, listening carefully to the points we 
made. We talked to her about the need for discussion nationally with exam boards about 
special consideration for our students, stressing that for many this is not just about the time 
missed from school before Christmas but continuing disruption at home and also at school. 
We also talked much about the need to make the school more flood resilient in the longer term 
and she assured us that ministers would be discussing this. Clearly additional funding would 
be required for this work and there are many other calls upon government funding as a result 
of the widespread flooding across the north so we will now simply have to wait for the outcome 
of the discussions taking place. 

 
Thank you again to parents and carers for the many messages of support we have received 
during this challenging time; this support has made a massive difference both to us and to the 
rest of the staff and has demonstrated yet again the strength of the Trinity community. 

 
 Yours sincerely 

 

                                
 

Derek R Kay and Sheila Johnston       
Co-Headteachers 

 
 
 


