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Welcome to Trinity Sixth Form 
 
Dear Student, 
 
With not long to go until your exams, the last thing you probably want to think about is what to do this 
September!  However, deciding which pathway to follow after Year 11 can be difficult and your decision 
should not to be taken lightly. 
 
So why choose Trinity?  Being a large Sixth Form allows us to offer a comprehensive selection of academic 
and vocational courses across a range of subjects.  We pride ourselves on ensuring that you receive a 
personalised curriculum that takes into account your interests, future aspirations and academic 
achievement.  You may feel daunted by the prospect of joining a large Sixth Form, but we take great care 
to make sure every student feels at home during their time with us, thanks to our established mentoring 
and pastoral systems. 
 
Teaching at Trinity is excellent and we are proud of the academic success of our students.  Our teachers are 
fully committed to delivering engaging and challenging lessons and take great pride in their teaching – you 
will be in safe hands. 
 
If you have a career plan in mind and are not sure which courses to choose, come and talk to us.  Last year 
more than 80% of students went on to study a degree at a university of their choice (and more than 30% of 
these went to a top Russell Group university) and we supported many other students who successfully 
gained higher level apprenticeships and employment.     
 
As well as our academic offer we have a comprehensive range of enrichment (more on that below), and we 
believe that every student should be part of the wider life of the school.  Whatever your interests, there is 
something for you and I really hope that you will take advantage of all that Trinity Sixth Form can offer. 
 
I wish you the best of luck in your exams and I hope that you will consider applying to study with us in 2014. 
If you have any questions or would like to find out more about studying with us, please do not hesitate to 
come in and speak to one of our team. 
 
Mr Andrew Runciman 
Assistant Headteacher (Sixth Form) 
 

What can Trinity Sixth Form offer you? 
 
Facilities 
 
Trinity School has recently undertaken a rebuild and refurbishment which has provided Sixth Form students with 
some fantastic facilities.  Students have access to well equipped science labs, high specification ICT rooms, large 
music and drama studios, a recording studio and over 100 classrooms all equipped to facilitate high quality 
teaching and learning.  
 
In the Sixth Form Centre students have access to their own Bistro serving hot food and drinks throughout the day 
(including a Starbucks Coffee Shop!), three study areas all with ICT access, a well stocked Sixth Form library and 
wireless internet access so that students can use their own digital devices.  
 
Enrichment 
 
Studying at Trinity Sixth Form is not just about academic study; we are keen to support the wider development of 
each individual student through a range of enrichment including sporting, community and cultural based 
activities.  Some examples of this year’s activities have included; 

 Duke of Edinburgh (Gold) 

 Debating Society 

 Young Enterprise 
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 Sports Leaders 

 Competitive sports clubs 

 Music lessons/clubs 

 Student Leadership Team 

 Mentoring and volunteering 

 Drama workshops including whole school productions 

 Many school trips both in the UK and abroad 
 
Excellent Pastoral Support 
 
Each student belongs to a mixed Year 12 and 13 tutor group made up of about 20-25 students.  Form Tutors work 
with each student individually to support their learning and monitor progress by having regular progress 
interviews and mentoring sessions.  Each tutor group is supported by a Student Manager, who is responsible for 
overseeing this process. 
 
Courses 
 
We offer an extensive range of over 35 academic and vocational courses which allows us to personalise our 
curriculum for the needs of each individual student.  Full details of the courses that we offer can be found in our 
courses guide and on our application form.   
 
Results and Destinations 
 
We are extremely proud of students’ academic achievement in Trinity Sixth Form.  This year over 80% of our Year 
13 students went on to study at a university of their choice with 32% of these students going on to study at a  
Russell Group university.  This year also saw an increase in students gaining next level apprenticeships through 
prestigious employers as well as several of our students gaining employment.     
 
The Trinity Ethos 
 
Every student is an individual.  Every student will receive a rounded, personalised and high quality learning 
experience which equips them with the skills and knowledge that they will require to succeed at university 
and/or employment.  
  
As young adults, Sixth Form students need to be given the chance to take more responsibility for their 
learning.  At the same time, we recognise that the transition to independence is not an easy one and 
therefore, we provide clear guidance about our expectations of behaviour, study habits and attendance.  
These expectations are laid out in our ‘Requirements for Success’ contract which is given to all students on 
the first day of term in September.  In this way, Trinity Sixth Form Centre is an ideal environment to prepare 
for the transition from school to university or work. 
 

Application Process 
 
General Requirements 
 
In order to study AS and A level subjects, there is a general requirement that students have 5 A*- C grades 
at GCSE, including Maths and English Language.  In addition to this, we expect to see evidence of a positive 
approach to learning at GCSE.  
 
Year 12 & 13 Programme of Study 
 
Year 12 students follow personalised pathways based on the results that are achieved at GCSE.  The 
majority of students study four Level 3 (AS/BTEC) courses and have up to 6 hours of timetabled private 
study on their timetable.  
 
We also require each student in Sixth Form to fulfil at least 1 hour per week in Service and Leadership of the 
school and/or the community.  There are many different ways in which a student can contribute, such as 
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working for a charity, helping run a lunchtime club for younger students, supporting younger students 
through paired reading, lesson assistance or helping to run a homework club.  These opportunities provide 
valuable experiences which can enhance a student’s CV, broaden ambitions and help increase confidence 
and the skills of leadership and organisation.  More details about the different ways in which Service and 
Leadership can be achieved will be provided by Form Tutors in September. 
 
Application Process 
 
Choosing the right combination and type of courses is essential if students are to achieve their full potential.  We 
use predicted exam results and historical exams data to guide students towards appropriate combinations of 
courses.  If you need any guidance on completing your application, please do not hesitate to come in and speak to 
us or look at our “Guide to Completing your Application” which can be found on our Sixth Form website. 
 
This year’s date for submitting both internal and external applications to Sixth Form is the 15th March 2014. 
 
Any student who is considering Sixth Form is strongly advised to make an application as early as possible.  Late 
applications will be considered but you may find that places on popular courses are extremely limited. 
 
Course Clashes 
 
We do all we can to try and fit in all the options chosen by students so that there are no clashes in the 
timetable.  However, occasionally the choices made may clash and it is impossible to fit them all in.  This can 
result in disappointment for students who are unable to study all the subjects they had set their heart on at 
the beginning of the application process.  Sometimes it is possible to look at nearby institutions to see if the 
clash can be resolved by studying a subject at a different school.  We usually manage to resolve matters 
satisfactorily.  

 
Course Viability 
 
It is very important that we make all prospective students aware that some of the courses listed in this 
Course Guide may not run if an insufficient number of students opt for them.  A final decision on course 
viability is usually made in September (2014).  
 
Transition from Year 12 to Year 13  
 
Students are expected to have passed at least three Level 3 courses to progress into Year 13.  Students may 
drop down from four to three subjects to carry through to A2.  We cannot always guarantee that students 
will be taught by the same teacher at A2 as they were taught by at AS, although we do what we can to 
ensure consistency.  
 

Key Contacts 
 
Trinity Sixth Form – Main Office (general enquiries) Tel: 01228 516051 ext 263 

Email: 6form@trinity.cumbria.sch.uk 
Post:   
Trinity Sixth Form Centre 
Strand Road, Carlisle 
CA1 1JB. 

Mr Andrew Runciman – Assistant Head 
teacher(Sixth Form) 

aru@trinity.cumbria.sch.uk 

Mrs Teresa Medley – Pastoral Leader (Sixth Form) tme@trinity.cumbria.sch.uk  

Please visit http://trinity.cumbria.sch.uk/sixth-form/ for copies of application forms, course guides and 
general information 

 


