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Trinity School 

 
 

NEWSLETTER TO PARENTS and CARERS 
July 2014 

HEADTEACHER’S LETTER 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
So it is come that I must now write to you for one last time. I guess that, after twelve years, this must 
be about issue number 130, as I have always neglected to write to you in August. 
 
May I begin by thanking you for your support and encouragement over the years, not only for me, but 
also for the rest of the staff of the school and of the many activities and events which we organise as 
a school. From orienteering to orchards, this is a busy place, and it is a professional delight for us who 
work here to enjoy the partnership with you and our work with your children. 
 
As recent examples, I should mention the superb Work Experience week by all Year 10 students, with 
our thanks to local businesses for accommodating them again this year, and congratulations to all 
students on their glowing reports from their employers. Also the quality of the work being done by 
students as evidenced in Year 7 reports – coming out on Monday next – and in Year 8 and Year 10 
reports which came out earlier this half term: so many students are putting so much into the school 
and into their work, it is a pleasure to work with them. There are many other examples indeed, some 
of which you will be able to read about in the pages which follow. 
 
There are several members of staff who are leaving the school at the end of this term, and I would like 
to take this opportunity of thanking them for their service to the school and to our students, in some 
cases just for a year or two, but in other cases longer than that, though any suggestion of the number 
of years shall not be mentioned. 
 
Mrs Haresign, from the Science department, Ms Short from Learning Support, and Mrs Coulthard, our 
Friday nurse, leave us after doing a fine job for us over the past year. Mrs Litt, from Science, and Ms 
Hughes from English are moving to schools out west, while Ms Mildon, who teaches Modern 
Languages, is heading south –ish  to a new school. We wish them good success in their new posts. 
 
Mr Runciman took over from Ms Hopley as Head of Sixth Form two years ago and he is moving to a 
similar role in a school on the Isle of Man. That is quite a big move and we wish him well for that as 
well as for his new job in his new school. 
 
Then there are those colleagues who are managing to retire properly this year (unlike me!). Mrs 
Robinson (Mathematics, and a former Head of House) and Ms Hopley (Psychology, and formerly 
Head of Sixth Form) having gone part-time, are now retiring this year. That is well planned and 
sensible!  
 
Mrs Jary is also beginning her retirement this year, and her final work for the school, which seems just 
right, will be to lead the group of students and staff who are making our next visit to Uganda and to 
the two schools we are working in partnership with. We are very grateful for what she has achieved in 
this scheme and wish the whole group safety and success in this year’s venture. 
 
Other staff beginning their retirement (conventionally!) this year are Mrs Hurst, from our Learning 
Support department, who has made such a contribution to the learning and care of our students, and 
Mr Gregory, who has taught science here and been a fine form tutor too over the years. Mrs Prichard, 
the school nurse, too is taking her retirement, after many years of looking after our students, including 
the Trinity Flu of 2009! Mr Finn, our Curriculum Leader for Design and Technology, who has led his 
department through years of curriculum changes and more recently into their new facilities in the 
Armstrong Building, also retires this summer. 
 
Mrs McNeil, who has been a midday supervisor here for more than a quarter of a century, has also 
retired. She took over the leadership of this team in recent years, and students had much respect for 
her and much affection too for the way that she got on with them, sorted things out, and looked after 
them at break an lunchtimes. 



 2 

To all of these fine colleagues, the school wishes them well in their retirement, that it will be for each 
of them long and happy and healthy. 
 
Congratulations also go to Ms Irwin and to Ms Ball, both of whom have their weddings ahead of them 
this summer, and best wishes to them for wonderful days. 
 
As for me, I shall follow the successes and story of Trinity School closely, with much interest and 
abiding affection in the months and years ahead. It is a demanding job – but then so many of us do 
face demanding jobs in these day. It is also a very rewarding job, and a privilege to have served the 
school since September 2002. 
 
As you know, I have not planned my retirement sensibly, but there we are! I shall miss Trinity School 
enormously, by which, of course, I do not mean the buildings, lovely though they now are. It is the 
community: the care, commitment and expertise of the staff; the work in partnership with you as the 
families of the school; the support and encouragement from the governors behind the scenes, and the 
daily and weekly conversations, plans, jokes, dreams, hard work, ambition, fun, successes, 
difficulties, and hopes of the students – with whom it has been a joy to work. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Headteacher   
 

                        CHAPLAINCY 
 

House Services 
A special end of year celebration service will take place for each House at St Cuthbert’s during the 
last week of term. The service will celebrate achievements during the year and will also mark the end 
of the year.  The students will be taken to St Cuthbert’s Church by form tutors and house staff. Every 
form will have five minutes to celebrate their successes as individuals and as a form. We will also 
have musical and dramatic performances as part of the service.  

 

Tuesday 15th July Nile 11.30am 

Thursday 17th July  Kilimanjaro 11.30am 

Thursday 17th July Amazon 1.25pm 

Thursday 17th July Everest 2.30pm 

 
(Students from Everest House will be able to leave straight from the Church if they and their parents 
wish them to do so. They will need to take coats and bags with them as afterwards at about 3.15pm 
students will be dismissed from the church and will not need to return to school, unless parents/carers 
prefer them to do so or they need to collect bikes or meet the school buses. 
 
We will of course be expecting excellent behaviour as they walk through the town, enter the church 
and throughout the service. If you have any questions about these arrangements, please contact your 
child’s House office.  

* 
Some words for the close of the school year from a book of wisdom in the middle of the Old 
Testament, on the changing times we go through in our lives:  
 
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: 

a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot;  
a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build; 
a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance; 
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them; a time to embrace and a time to refrain 
from embracing, 
a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
a time to tear and a time to mend,  a time to be silent and a time to speak; 
a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.       Ecclesiastes 3:1-8: 

 
May God bless each of us, wherever we go this summer, and whatever times and seasons we pass 

through, until we meet again.                        Mrs Jen Milligan, Chaplain 
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                 FORTHCOMING EVENTS  
 
‘Seussical’ – 9th, 10th and 11th July – Margaret Sewell Hall at 7.00pm – FINAL NIGHT! 
In complete contrast to our production of ‘Les Miserables’ last year, we are presenting this colourful 
carnival of a musical, featuring Dr Seuss’s larger than life characters and delivered in his inimitable 
style. The whole story takes place in the vivid imagination – or Thinks! – of a Little Boy.  The Cat in 
the Hat leads us through the story of Horton the Elephant and his friends, with the inevitably positive 
and celebratory ending. 
 
Postcards  
The Geography Department would like to make a display in the Autumn term based upon the places 
that Trinity students have visited in the summer break. Please would students simply send a postcard 
from any place that they have visited, addressed to Mr Stables. Head of Humanities. Trinity School, 
Carlisle, Cumbria, CA1 1JB. There will be a prize for the postcard from the place with the most vowels 
in its name and a prize for the photograph on the card which shows the largest man-made structure. 

 
Book Launch – ‘The Stars of Night’ 
Mrs Hodgson and Mrs Lee Adamson launch their book from 1st July and will be available to purchase 
from the Main Reception, at school, after this date. ‘The Stars of Night, has been researched and 
written by Mrs Hodgson and Mrs Lee Adamson. While it is very much a local project, it also brings us 
into most of the theatres of the war through the lives and experiences of the men who fought. The 
book is a commemoration of the boys of the Grammar School who fell in the Great War, in the hope 
that the names on the school war memorial will not be forgotten. 
 
Sports Day 
The school’s annual Sports Day will take place on Wednesday 16th July. This is an excellent yearly 
event and a chance for our talented students to compete at their best.   All of our students in Years 7 -
10 attend as either participants or spectators at the Sheepmount.  We will have a start time of 
1.00pm. The students will be released from the Sheepmount at the end of the school day and they 
should make their way home from there unless they need to return to school to catch a bus. Any 
parents wishing to join us watching the students compete are more than welcome.  
 
Junior Prize Giving – Wednesday 16th July  
Junior Prize Giving will take place in St Cuthbert’s Church on Wednesday 16th July starting at 7pm 
for prize winners in Years 7 and 8. 
 
House Services 
All four of our Houses will be celebrating their successes and give thanks for all that has happened 
over this past year.  Amazon House will be celebrating on Wednesday and Everest, Nile and 
Kilimanjaro on Thursday. Thanks to St Cuthbert’s Church for hosting us again this year.  
 
Year 7 Freeze  
The final freeze day of the year takes place on Monday 14th July.  Students will take part in an all-day 
event based around The Apprentice.  They will work in teams to build a learning board game and will 
have to package and advertise their game before “pitching” to their tutor group.  The winning team will 
go on to compete against all the other forms to be hired by Lord Sugar (Dr Barker!).                                    
Ms Hawkin 
 
Shakespeare Schools Festival 
This year we are embarking on a production of ‘King Lear’, one of Shakespeare’s most famous 
tragedies.  This national Festival gives 30 students each year the opportunity to produce their own 
half hour version of a Shakespeare play.  They will also attend a cast workshop delivered by theatre 
professionals, and will perform at a professional theatre.  Our performance will take place on 17th 
October in the Queen’s Hall, Hexham. 
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                         INFORMATION 
 
Important Information for the weeks ahead 

 
1 School will close for the summer holidays on Friday 18th July at 12.30pm. 
2 A level Results Day – Thursday 14th August - in the Carliol Library - from 8.30am for Year 
13 and then 10.00am for Year 12.  
3 GCSE Results Day – Thursday 21st August - in the Jubilee Hall in main school from 
9.00am for Year 11 and then from 10.00am for Year 10 students who have results to collect. 
 
Please note: if a student is not able to collect their own results in person, they can ask someone else 
to pick them up on their behalf. However, we need a signed letter from the student to give permission 
to a specific person for that to happen … even if that person is Mum or Dad or best friend! Thanks. 
Students can also leave a stamped addressed envelope for us to post results home to them, which 
we do on the day so there is not too much time to wait before they reach you. 
 
Any queries regarding GCSE exam results please contact school on 01228 516051. 
Queries relating to ‘A’ levels please contact Sixth form on 01228 403563. 
 
Reception Opening Hours 
Over the summer holidays Main School Reception and switchboard will be open from 9.00am – 
3.00pm on 21st July and from 21st August – 2nd September 2014.  
The Sixth Form Reception will be open from 9.00am – 3.00pm on the 15th August, 18th August and 
20th – 22nd August, 28th August – 2nd September. 
If you wish to contact Sixth Form over the summer holidays the direct line number to ring is 01228 
403563.  
 
Results Clinics – Sixth form 
Thursday 21 August - Friday 22 August 
Sixth Form Centre open. Drop in from 9:00am -12:00pm & appointments thereafter until 3:30pm  
Please call the Sixth Form Office to make an appointment - 01228 516051 ext 263  
Students who are new to Trinity School should bring their Statement of Results to the Sixth Form 
Centre on either day. 
 
Changes to Lunchtime 
 
Following a recent review of some of our systems in school we have decided to change the timings of 
lessons, form time and lunchtime in school.  The new arrangements will give us a sharp start to the 
school day, a slightly earlier lunch, yet will not affect the beginning and end of the school day which 
will be at the same times. By moving form tutor time to the lunch period and staggering the lunch time 
for different houses we will be able to improve the students’ experience at lunchtime without having 
any impact on lessons.  
As a result of these changes the following is provided for information: 
 

 School will commence with Period 1 teaching lesson at 08:30 each morning. (The current 

start time for the school).    

 Period 2 will commence at 09:35 

 Morning break will be from 10:35 to 11:00  

 Period 3 will commence at 11:00. 

 Two houses will then go to tutor time and assembly between 12:00 and 12:25 while the other 

two houses go to lunch. 

 At 12:25 the other two houses will go to lunch. 

 At 12.45 the two houses who went to lunch first will go to tutor time and assembly. 

 Afternoon lessons will commence at 13:10 as currently.  

 All students will have the same length of tutor time and lunch that they do now 

 Year 11 students will continue to be allowed into the city at lunchtime   

 A full lunch service will be available throughout the lunch period. 

 Specific detail of timings will be included on each student's timetable in September. 

By introducing these changes we hope to improve the lunchtime experience for all our students.  
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Uniform 
We believe that a smart appearance is important; we want our students to look business like and 
positive in their approach. High standards of uniform help to reinforce high standards of behaviour 
and we ask for your support in this. 
We are not making major changes, simply clarifying further exactly what is expected.    
1. Clip on ties 
We will be moving to clip on ties for the boys (Years 7 to 10) next academic year. For current 
students, these will be purchased by the school and distributed on the first day in September. Current 
Year 6 students (joining us in September) will need to purchase a clip on tie from the uniform shop.  
2. Shoes 
A reminder that we are looking for black, polishable shoes. Anything which is a trainer or looks like it 
might be a trainer is not allowed. 
3. Make up 
Students are reminded that make-up should be 'subtle.' 
4 Trousers 
Students are to wear traditional black tailored school trousers. They should not be jeans (or look like 
jeans). They should not be 'skinny' or made of stretch material. 
5 Coats 
Students should wear an appropriate coat to school. We do not insist on a particular type of coat, but 
students may not wear another sweatshirt/hoodie in place of a coat.  
6. Hair accessories 
Should be kept simple and in the school colours.   
You can always go to the school's website if you require further information or examples. 
 
Parents’ Evening On-Line Appointment Booking System 
We trialled the use of an on-line booking system for Year 8 Parents’ Evening. The parents we spoke 
to found it easy to make appointments and attendance was at 82% of the number of students we 
have (up 5 % from normal).  
As such, we have decided to run this for all Parents’ Evenings next year. Of course, we are aware 
that not everyone has access to a computer and we will make sure ‘the system’ allows for this. Watch 
this space! 
 
Instrumental/Singing Tuition Fees 2013/14 
A reminder to parents/carers who are not paying by monthly standing order payments: the 3rd 

instalment is due to reach us by 29.6.14. Please note that if payments are not up to date unfortunately 
students may not be allowed to continue with lessons. Payment can be made by standing order, 
credit/debit card either with ParentPay or by phoning the Finance Office. Payments by cash and 
cheque are still acceptable, cheques should be made payable to “Trinity School”. If you have a query 
or you require further information please contact the Finance Office on 01228 516051 ext 215.       
       Mrs A Larking, Finance Manager 
 
Instrumental/Singing Tuition Fees 2014/15 
For students who are planning to continue with music lessons next year there will be letters and 
consent forms available from their individual teachers before the end of the Summer Term. Lessons 
will continue to be subsidised by the school for the next academic year 2014/15 at a reduced rate. 
The charge for an individual half hour lesson will be £20.00 and a group lesson will be £10.00. 
Consent forms and deposits can be returned to the Finance office before the start of next term as the 
office is open during the summer holidays or the deposit can be paid via ParentPay. 
 
Due to budget restraints Trinity School Governing body has made the difficult decision not to 
subsidise music lessons from September 2015 and will pass onto parents the full cost of this service 
which is delivered by Cumbria Music Services.   
 
Please Note: New Arrangements for Keyboard/Piano and Drums 
From September 2014 Mr Draper (Keyboard) and Mr Rogerson (Drums) will be charging and 
collecting the fees for their particular lessons. Parent/Carers will receive information directly from them 
at the start of September. 
 
Payment for School Meals 
Please ensure you give your children the correct change for topping up their school meals a/c at the 
revaluers as change is not given. Parents/carers are reminded that topping up can also be done via 
ParentPay with a credit or debit card.                                               Mrs A Larking, Finance Manager 
 
Parking 
Over the summer months there will be additional parking spaces available in our Trinity Leisure car 
park for £3.50 on a weekday and, as usual,  £2.00 for all day parking on a Saturday. 
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                          RECENT EVENTS 
 
Year 11 Celebration Day 
Our special Year 11 Celebration Day took place on Tuesday 24th June, with all the students arrayed in 
their finest attire for photographs to celebrate the day.  As always it was great fun to remind them of 
their Year 7 selves when most arrived at Trinity, and to reflect on their experiences and 
achievements, along with perhaps the odd misdemeanour, over the ensuing five years.  Inevitably the 
event was also tinged with sadness as for some it marked the end of their time with us, but with 
excitement too as they move on to their next chosen path.  Of course a number of students will just be 
moving up Strand Road to join the Trinity Sixth Form and we will look forward to watching their 
progress there.  We hope too that those who are leaving will keep in touch so that we can also follow 
with interest their next steps, whether locally or further afield. 
 
Year 11 Prom  
The Year 11 Prom took place at The Crown and Mitre Hotel in the city centre on Friday 27th June. 
Thank you very much to parents and carers for your support for this event, the students all looked 
splendid and had a night to remember. 
 
Year 10 Work Experience from Monday 30th June to Friday 4th July 2014  
Work Experience week took place from Monday 30th June to Friday 4th July 2014.  Congratulations to 
all Year 10 students who got so much out of the week and at the same time we send our grateful 
thanks to all the employers who, in addition to the usual demands of their business, agreed to host 
them – it is very much appreciated.  Special thanks to Mrs Rothon for the planning and organisation 
that has gone into ensuring that every student has a placement. 
 
Year 5 Open Evening - Monday 30th June 2014, from 5.00 – 8.00pm 
We hosted a very well attended Open evening for our Year 5 parents and pupils on the 30th June. 
 
‘Killed – 17th July 1916’ 
As  part  of  our  world  War  One  Centenary  commemoration, Trinity  Theatre  Company  6th 
Formers performed this moving and historically authentic play in the Margaret Sewell Hall on Tuesday 
1st and Wednesday 2nd July.  Set at the time of the Battle of the Somme, it tells the tragic story of 
Private Billy Dean.  The cast were superb and everyone present was enthralled and moved by their 
performances.  Congratulations to everyone involved in the production. 
 
Shakespeare Schools Festival 
This year we are embarking on a production of ‘King Lear’, one of Shakespeare’s most famous 
tragedies. This national Festival gives 30 students each year the opportunity to produce their own half 
hour version of a Shakespeare play. They will also attend a cast workshop delivered by theatre 
professionals, and will perform at a professional theatre. 
Our performance will take place on 17th October in the Queen’s Hall Theatre, Hexham. 

 
Trinity School Art & Photography Exhibition 2014 
This year’s exhibition of Art & Photography by AS and A2 students took place in the Devonshire Hall 
on Wednesday, 25th June. Work on display included art and photography by AS, A2 and BTEC 
students and as ever the range of work on show was very impressive.  Congratulations to all the 
students whose work was exhibited, and our thanks to the Art Department staff who gave up much 
time in setting up the displays.  Mr Alan Mottershead, Headteacher, opened the Exhibition, and we 
were delighted to welcome the Mayor of Carlisle, Councillor Steven Bowditch.  

 
Spellbinding 2014 Book Award Day 
On Wednesday 18th June Year 8 students Theo Tindall and Jack Morris, and Chloe Telford and Kira 
Peart, both in Year 9, joined other students from schools around the county at Penrith Methodist 
Church for the Spellbinding 2014 Book Award Day. Everyone had a great day talking about the 
books, taking part in a Book Swish and finally voting for the overall winner.  Local author, Dave Cryer, 
presided over the day.  Congratulations to the students who took part and committed to reading all 10 
of the shortlisted books.  This year the award went to ‘All Our Yesterdays’ by Cristin Terrill. 
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Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award Canadian Canoe Expedition 
Our Gold Canadian canoe group successfully completed their qualifying expedition on Loch Lomond.  
Despite an earlier forecast of very wet weather, the group enjoyed excellent paddling conditions with 
no strong winds and plenty of sunshine. 
The group arrived at Luss on the western shore of Loch Lomond to pitch their tents in the drizzle. 
However, the drizzle soon disappeared and following their pre-expedition check by Gerald 
Richardson, the staff team and students walked into Luss village for the traditional evening meal at 
the Village Rest. The group then posed for a photo with the Loch, rippled by a steady Easterly breeze 
creating a memorable backdrop, before returning to their tents. 
The next morning the group carried their canoes and equipment down to the Loch shore to start their 
four day venture. The sky was cloudy but bright and with a gentle Easterly breeze continuing to blow 
they set off on their journey to the island Inchcailloch, their first camp. Their route took them through 
the picturesque small islands in the middle of the loch before rejoining the West shore and travelling 
South towards Balloch before crossing to Inchmurrin and paddling back North to Inchcailloch, their 
destination. The weather improved and they arrived in glorious sunshine, tired after their 22km 
journey but pleased the day had gone so well. The staff team checked them at Inchcailloch before 
paddling North West to Inchmoan where they too enjoyed a beautiful sunset at their camp. 
Day two involved a route round Inchcailloch before once again weaving through some of the islands. 
They were buzzed by Ospreys as they crossed to Luss to fill up with water and drop off two bags of 
rubbish, collected from the Loch shore, as part of their journey purpose. The weather once again was 
kind with a gentle Easterly breeze and warm sunshine as they paddled back across the Loch to the 
Forestry Commission campsite at Sallochy. 
Day three involved an arduous journey of 25km paddling north to the top of the Loch and a wild camp 
on the East shore opposite the small island of Ivow. The breeze at first was very light but had now 
moved to a Northerly direction as they made their way to the half way point of Tarbet, stopping 
regularly to collect various items discarded by tourists on the shore, including a fridge door!  The 
weather after the Tarbet stop deteriorated  and, as they paddled North again, they encountered two 
periods of stronger breeze and drizzle making the challenge even harder. They arrived at their 
campsite very tired after nine hours of paddling, making it a very long day indeed. The situation was 
made worse as clouds of midges accompanied their pitching but with midge nets donned, they soon 
accomplished the task and set about lighting a fire to keep the little blighters at bay. 
Day four, their last day, dawned with glorious warm sunshine and a gentle Northerly breeze to assist 
their journey back down to Tarbet, their finishing point. They all agreed that this was the best of the 
four days and they still had time and energy to collect even more rubbish. They finished in excellent 
spirits after a most memorable experience and one which they will treasure for years to come.  Mr 
Richardson undertook a very positive de-brief and we returned to Luss before setting off back home. 
The students had more than risen to the challenge of this adventure and whilst their teamwork had 
always been good in the training and practices, they really excelled on this trip. 
This was a poignant trip for Mr Wright as it was the last Loch Lomond trip he will organise, having 
undertaken the first way back in 1984. Mr Martin will now take over and, as one of the supervising 
team along with Mrs Ledingham, he too saw the immense value that the DofE Award offers to our 
students. 

 
Induction Year 7 intake 
On Monday we had our induction day for the year 6 students who will be starting with us in 
September. Students met their form tutors, House staff and some of their class teachers. They 
sampled a day at Trinity before they start with us on Wednesday 3rd September.  This was followed 
by an Induction evening for their parents on Tuesday evening, full of information about Trinity, school 
uniform, catering provision and the facilities offered by Trinity Leisure centre.  
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Historians in the making 
 
Ten Year 8 historians were picked to spend a day at the Archive Centre in Carlisle. They were joined 
by fifty students from other local schools to take part in a special programme of different activities 
which even included studying an original document signed by Queen Elizabeth I. Each pair completed 
a report on a different activity. Many thanks to all those involved, we all had a great day!  
 
Tudor Session. Studying the original Will of Thomas Monke, Tudor Merchant of Carlisle.  
Our activity was about the will of a Carlisle merchant who died of the plague. The man was called 
Thomas Monke and we had to solve numerous questions about his will and the items in it. We found 
out that he had 4 children. During this we also learnt about the value of items at the current time and 
how much they were worth to the people. We also talked about how devastating the plague was to 
many communities, occasionally wiping up to a third of settlements and tearing communities and 
families apart. After the work on Thomas Monke we worked on handwriting and attempted to write 
words using a sheet with single letters translated from Tudor writing. We wrote our names and tried to 
make up sentences. We were confused as some letters were almost identical whilst others looked like 
other letters completely.                                                     By Sam Leadbetter and Eddie Lythgoe 
 
Tour and exploration of Conservation.  
During our day out at the archives, we were privileged enough to experience a tour of the archive 
building. We were led throughout the many areas where the archives are preserved and stored. The 
strong room is an area that is controlled in temperature and stores all of the documents. We were 
able to see how the large shelves holding the documents operated and we even got to take a peek at 
the preserved documents from years past. In order to store all the documents that the archive centre 
holds they have special shelves that move electronically. At one point we thought we were going to be 
squashed like ants by the moving shelves!  
The preservation room was where they examine new documents to see if it needs treatment for 
mould, damp and rips. If a document is infected, it is taken to the quarantine room where they treat it 
for the infection it has.  
Afterwards, they pack it away to the strong room, however, beforehand they’ll digitalise the document 
(take a photo of it). This helps to preserve the document for centuries and also lets the public see 
fragile documents without the precious document being destroyed. By Katie Evans and Mollie Nixon  
 
Victorian Session: Using the 1851 Census on microfilm. 
This activity involved the use of a Microfilm which displays very old documents and holds lots of 
information at the click of a button. On the microfilm we studied a very old census which dated from 
the 18th/19th century. We saw some jobs on the census which included a shoe maker and a scholar. 
We discovered that many of the people that lived back then weren’t as rich as the people of today and 
large families lived in one house. We really enjoyed this activity, especially seeing where people lived 
in Carlisle during the Victorian era, although the handwriting was difficult to read at times!  

By Raul Pereira and Reece Harris 
  

Cumbrian involvement in the slave trade  
The work on the slave trade and the Cumbrian involvement was a very interesting and fascinating 
topic, and learning about the different aspects of the subject was more complex than first expected. 
We learnt that Cumbrian citizens living in Carlisle could have been owners of plantations in the 
Caribbean and that from the year 1710-1769 69 ships sailed from Whitehaven with an average of 400 
slaves on. 
Slaves were very expensive at this time and even though it was only £140 for a mother and child, this 
sum of money was worth a lot at this time because a skilled worker would be paid an average salary 
of around £35 per year! However, a servant could be paid only £6! Slave traders wanted their slaves 
to live long to make a bigger profit and get more work done so buying children was a good profitable 
idea, in that sense, even though it was inhumane. They treated their slaves as animals even though 
they were so valuable. 
Overall the session we did on the slave trade was an eye opening experience that taught us a lot and 
helped us understand the slave trade history. 

By Jessica Machin and Jasmine Metherell  
Wax seals session 
When we looked at the wax seals they did not look very interesting but when we got a chance to look 
close up we quickly changed our minds. 
During this session we studied a variety of wax seals people used and then we got to design our own. 
We also got a chance to stamp with a real wax seal too. Although some did not work as well we did 
manage to perfect our technique and we got to keep them and take them home. 
We also got a chance to have a look at the real wax seals, and we also learned how the wax seals 
were attached to the parchment.  
Our session on wax seals was a really good experience and we learned a lot and got a good chance 
to show we could do it to.                                                        By Savanna Evans and Chloe Simpson 
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                        HOUSE NEWS 
 
Amazon House 
Well what a month it has been! What a year it has been!  We had the end of the exams for our Year 
11 and a lovely Leavers Day celebration for them, they all looked so smart all dressed up, but as they 
were leaving into town there were few high heels still on!  We also had a great night again with the 
prom with the arrivals in the limousines being overshadowed a little this year by the arrival of a 
monster truck! Amazon House wishes huge success in whatever path chosen next to all of our Year 
11. “Come and let us know how you are getting on, enjoy the holidays, and see you on results day!” 
We have also welcomed in our new Year 7 forms, Mr Hodson and Mr Palmer met their new forms on 
Monday and the students enjoyed a day at Trinity, by all accounts. We met parents on Tuesday 
evening and we are looking forward to working with them all in September –A big Amazon welcome to 
all students (and Mr Hodson!)  
It is also the end of an era as we say ‘Goodbye To Mr Mottershead’ – I have been a Head of House at 
Trinity for 10 of the 12 years he has been here as Headteacher and we have seen a lot of the 
changes in that time. I started as Head of Europe House with Mr Davies as House Tutor, then moved 
to Pacific House with Mrs Mark and finally now Amazon with Mr McMullen. We have seen a huge 
change of course in the fabric of our buildings and now work in a modern, thriving place, much 
admired by visitors and occasionally disorientating for ex Trinity students who pop in to see us from 
time to time. 
The new building is a very permanent marker of Mr Mottershead’s time here, but he will be 
remembered in so many other ways. We wish him well in his new ventures, from everyone in Amazon 
House, and say to him, like everyone who moves on: “You are welcome to visit at any time”  
 
Everest House 
We have come to the end of what has been a very busy year for Everest House and we are all 
looking forward to the summer holidays for a chance to rest and re-charge ready for starting all over 
again in September. Before we think too much about next term we would like to update you on one of 
our biggest achievements. Everest week was a resounding success and because of all the hard work 
and generosity of everyone involved we are sending £230 to Community Action Nepal (CAN), a local 
charity based in Wigton whose patrons are Sir Chris Bonnington CBE and Sir Doug Scott CBE.  CAN 
supports the families of Nepalese Sherpas with education and health care and Everest House are 
very proud to contribute to this charity.  
Our new Year 7 intake had a fantastic day here and it was a joy to see just how excited they all are to 
join us in September and we look forward to welcoming 7MDA and 7RPA again on 3rd September. 
However, as we say hello to the new beginners we must also say goodbye to Mr Gregory and Miss 
Litt who are leaving this summer. They have been wonderful Everest House form tutors and I know 
how much they will be missed by staff and students. Which leads us onto Mr Mottershead. Everest 
House would like to take this opportunity to thank him for all of the support he has given us over this 
last year and to wish him very well at his new school. He will be missed. 
 
Kilimanjaro House  
Many thanks to all our students and their form tutors for all the hard work that has gone into this last 
half term.  
Once again it is fantastic to hear about all the talent and success that this house has to offer. 
Congratulations got to Sophie Mason of 8ARI who recently won a competition to be a reporter for 
CFM at Cumbria School Games, we are very proud of our budding reporter. 
A big thank you to our fantastic buddies who kindly offered to look out for our incoming year 6’s when 
they came in for their induction day. They were Patricia Schwartz and Johnny Westgarth of 7FDG and 
Hannah Wharton, Josh Beck and Harry Sloan. Together they made it a very smooth and relaxing day 
for our future year 7’s. Our new Year 7’s did brilliantly on induction day and are now really looking 
forward to starting in September. 
Mrs Moody is also very grateful to all the willing and wonderful helpers who assisted so brilliantly at 
the Year 5 Open evening. Parents and future students were very impressed with the tours and 
information that they provided and by their positive and cheerful manner. 
Students have been enjoying taking part in a few games and competitions up in Kili House for Love 
Kilimanjaro week. There has been bingo in the LRA at lunchtimes, guess the giraffe’s name, a Kili 
quiz and a guess the sweets in the jar competition. All money raised will go to the House charity. 
Thank you to everyone who took part and well done to all. 
Kilimanjaro wishes a fond farewell to Mr Mottershead and wishes him all the best for his new job. 
Happy holidays from Kilimanjaro house, we hope everyone has a well deserved and relaxing break. 
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Nile House 
As we approach the end of another incredibly busy year Nile House say their goodbyes to Mr 
Mottershead and wish him well in his new post at Canon Slade School, Bolton. We also say farewell 
to Miss Hughes who takes up a new post at St Benedict’s School Whitehaven in September and to Mr 
Finn who retires at the end of this term. The students and Nile House will really miss them and we 
thank them for their huge contribution to 7KHU and 9MFI respectively. 
A massive thank you must also go to Mrs Blake who has covered the House Tutor role during Mrs 
Wylie’s absence from school. We wish Mrs Blake all the best in her new role in the Zone and to 
hopefully welcoming Mrs Wylie back in September. 
Students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 are busy preparing for our Nile House Service on Tuesday morning, 
where we will be celebrating the achievements of all our students throughout this academic year. 
We wish all our competitors the very best of luck at Sports Day on Wednesday as we aim to retain the 
Sports Day House Cup. 
Congratulations to all our Junior Prize winners in Years 7 and 8 who will be presented with their prizes 
on Wednesday night in St. Cuthbert’s Church. 
We’re looking forward to working with our new Year 7 students that spent a successful induction day 
with us on Monday. 7 GRI and 7 NSE made a very good impression on us all. 
Best wishes to all for a restful and enjoyable summer break. 
 

                       SIXTH FORM NEWS 

Oxfam Q&A with Mark Goldring 

On Friday 20 June a Sixth Form Question and Answer session with Mark Goldring, CEO of Oxfam 
GB, was held at Carlisle Youth Zone.  The event was attended by Jenna Graham (SMA), Hannah 
Hayes (AJA) and Emma Walker (SMA). The students were able to ask pre-selected questions they 
had submitted in a ‘Question Time’ style format. Emma Walker shares her thoughts on the event: 
"The Q&A session with Oxfam CEO Mark Goldring was hugely motivational for me. Discussing 
current, world altering topics that stretch you beyond exam specifications was mind-opening. Mark 
identified the main global issues as climate change and the growing divide between the rich and poor, 
and stressed how we are next in line to do something about these growing problems. Meeting him 
and hearing his story definitely brought in this realisation for me and has inspired me to seek change, 
possibly starting with studying environmental science at university. All-in-all, a great event!" 

Visit by Stephen Twigg MP 

Year 12 students had the chance to discuss lowering the voting age to 16 when Stephen 
Twigg, Labour MP for Liverpool West Derby, visited the school on Thursday 26 June. 

Stephen spoke about how he became interested in politics at secondary school and how he is 
currently involved in debating the introduction of votes at 16.  Students were then invited to ask their 
own questions which covered issues such as the maturity of 16 year old voters and how students 
could be encouraged to vote. There was also a chance for more general discussion of other issues 
e.g. Scottish Independence, the European Union and the influence of social media on young voters. 
The talk was rounded off with a show of hands; the majority of students being against lowering the 
voting age to 16. 

North Cumbria NHS Trust Career Fair 
On June 27-28 four Year 12 students attended the North Cumbria University Hospitals NHS Trust 
Careers Fair. The purpose of the event was to broaden participation in medicine and help students 
make a more informed career choice.  Both days included presentations about the experience of 
studying medicine, practical workgroups and an opportunity for students to talk to Consultants and 
Junior Doctors in question and answer sessions.  
Shani Brooks (JSO), one of the student who attended the event commented that “the two days were 
very interesting and extremely beneficial. The session that impressed me the most was the paediatric 
care lecture by Dr Jones. He enlightened me into what the daily life of a paediatrician is like, and the 
less obvious roles involved in childcare, such as legal issues. Overall the weekend was fantastic”. 
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                                              SPORTS NEWS 
 
Athletics 
Regional B Finals held at Blackpool on Tuesday 10th June 
Junior Boys   Trinity Winners 
Junior Girls   Trinity 11th  
Intermediate Boys  Trinity 5th  
There were 12 schools competing, several students achieve their personal best performances and 
some were individual top scorers at the event. 
 
Carlisle Schools Years 7 & 8 Championships held at Sheepmount on Thursday 19th June 
Year 7 Girls  2nd Trinity 
Year 7 Boys  1st Trinity 
Year 8 Girls  1st Trinity 
Year 8 Boys  1st Trinity 
 
Year 7 Boys Squad 
Owen Andrews, Oscar Brzeski, Michael Williamson, Harry Hetherington, Joe Halvorsen, Mitchell 
Proudfoot, Arda Ozerin, Ben Gill, Will Clark, Euan Noble, James Cooper, Oliver Burns, Lewis Jordan 
and Sam Storey. 
 
Congratulations to the following Year 7 boys who will represent Carlisle in the Year 7 County Athletics 
Championships at Whitehaven: 
 
Michael Williamson, Oscar Brzeski, Joe Halvorsen, Harry Hetherington, Arda Ozerin, Euan Noble, 
Oliver Burns and Ben Gill. 
 
Year 8 Boys Squad 
Daniel Dalton, Georges Spriggs, Warren Taylor, Jack Elliot, Aaron Malia, Daniel Wilkinson,  
Thomas Hickey, Connor Dalgleish, Harris Strickland, Liam Delaney, Logan McNeil, Kyle Goff, 
Jack McCallum and Greg Davey. 
 
Year 7 Girls Squad  
Jenna Atkinson, Esther Attwood, Ellie Barbour, Agi Chrapek, Abbie Eagling, Caitlin Frizzel,  
Alice Heaton, Sian Johnston, Louise Oliver, Patricia Schwarz, Chloe Whitfield and Hannah Palmer. 
 
Congratulations to the following Year 7 girls who will represent Carlisle in the Year 7 County Athletics 
Championships at Whitehaven: 
Jenna Atkinson, Esther Attwood, Caitlin Frizzel, Alice Heaton, Sian Johnston, Hannah Palmer, 
Patricia Schwarz and Louise Oliver. 
 
Year 8 Girls Squad 
Darienne Boyd, Lene Davidson, Holly Falder, Ilyaana Kane, Roslyn Mackie, Casey Marsh,  
Anna McKie, Sara McKie, Molly Park, Lauren Taylor and Rose Wilson. 
 
Cumbria Schools Athletics Championships 
Congratulations to the following boys who represented Carlisle Schools in the Cumbria Schools 
Championships at Sheepmount on Saturday 14th June: 
Junior Boys 
Lewis Stephenson  100m and Relay 
Alex Graham   300m 
Kieran Reynolds  1500m and Relay 
Robbie Bell   High Jump and Relay 
Tyler Gibson   Shot 
Sam Buszko   Javelin 
Owen McCorry   Discus 
Matthew Muldoon  Triple Jump and Relay 
Intermediate Boys 
Robbie Goodger  Hurdles and High Jump 
Harry Nixon   100m and Relay 
Charlie McSkeane  1500m 
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Max Graham   Shot and Relay 
Cory Wilkinson   Discus 
Charles Armstrong  Javelin 
Nathan McStay   Triple Jump and Long Jump 
Senior Boys 
Ben Rimmer    100m and Long Jump 
Luke Gay   400m and officiating 
Liam Medley   3000m 
 
The following girls represented Carlisle Schools in the County Athletics Championships at the 
weekend: 
Connie Bowman  1500m – 6th 
Darienne Boyd   1500m – 8th 
Holly Currie   Discus – 5th 
Eve Driver   Javelin – 6th 
Imogen Longcake  100m – 6th 
Elle Walsh   200m – 6th heat 
Phoebe Wilson   800m – 6th and Discus – 6th 
Holly Falder   200m – 7th 
Rebecca Dean   80m hurdles – 4th 
Rachael Davidson  75m hurdles – 3rd 
Alison McCorry   100m – 1st 
Lauren Medley   Long Jump – 4th and 300m – 1st 
Relay team including Holly 
Falder and Imogen Longcake 1st 
Lauren Medley will represent Cumbria next weekend at Gateshead Stadium.  
 
Cumbria Schools Year 7 County Athletics Championships 
Held at Copeland Athletics Stadium on Wednesday, 25th June. 
Congratulations to the following Year 7 students who represented Carlisle Schools: 
Boys: Michael Williamson (100m), Joe Halvorsen (200m), Arda Ozerin (300m), Oliver Burns (1500m), 
Oscar Brzeski (Shot Putt), Harry Hetherington (Discus) and Euan Noble (High Jump). 
Girls: Patricia Schwarz (Hurdles), Alice Heaton (Shot Putt), Sian Johnston (High Jump), Louise Oliver 
(800m), Jenna Atkinson (200m), Hannah Palmer (Javelin), Esther Attwood (Long Jump) and Caitlin 
Frizzell (Discus). 
 
Cricket 
Under 14 
Ullswater   90 for 2 in 200 overs 
Trinity   56 all out in 16 overs 

Matthew Muldoon top score of 26 
Under 15 
Trinity   39 for 9 in 16 overs 
Ullswater  31 all out in 14.3 overs 

Grant Taylor 16, Will Smith 11 runs 
Under 12 
Trinity   70 all out in 19 overs 
Ullswater  78 for 1 in 11.2 overs 
   Joe Halvorsen 12 runs; Arda Oserin 11 runs 
Under 14 
Trinity   84 for 9 in 20 overs 
William Howard  45 all out in 19.2 overs 
   Felix Read 4 overs 1 wicket for 2 runs 
 
Under 15 
Trinity 155 for 4 in 20 overs 
Nathan McStay  25 retired 
Craig Hindmarsh 28 retired 
Will Smith  25 retired 
Rudie Todd  25 retired 
RRCA 25 all out in 9.2 overs 
Under 13 – Carlisle Schools 8 a-side Competition held at Edenside on Friday 20th June 
Winners – Trinity 
Eddie Lythgoe, Jay Kelly, Ted Johnston, Jake Feeney, Matthew Etheridge, Rory Mills, Ethan Styles, 
Liam Delaney, Alex Park and Carl Rigby. 
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Under 13 Cricket Final  
Held at Edenside on Thursday, 26th June 
Caldew  103 for 8 
Trinity    72 for 9 
 
Trinity Squad: 
Eddie Lythgoe, Jay Kelly, Ted Johnstone, Jake Feeney, Matthew Etheridge, Rory Mills, Ethan Styles, 
Liam Delaney, Jack Laidler, Alex Park and  Carl Rigby. 
 
Under 12 Inter District County Final 
Held at Edenside on Monday, 23rd June 
Trinity were placed 2nd. 
 
Trinity Squad: 
Adam Tiffen, Arda Ozerin, Ben Gill, Harry Hetherington, Jonny Westgarth, Jack Crawford, Seamus 
Edwards, Mitchell Proudfoot, Joe Halvorsen and Will Clark. 
 
Rounders 
Trinity Year 9 A Team   7   Newman   1½   
Trinity Year 9 B Team   3½   Newman   5 
Trinity Year 8   Team   6   Newman   5½ 

 
Year 7 Fitness group 
A group of students in Year 7 have taken part in a challenge to improve their fitness. The girls ran / 
walked around Talkin Tarn 6 weeks ago and their time was recorded – the challenge was to spend 
the next 6 weeks aiming to improve their fitness. The girls have taken part in ice skating, climbing and 
laser quest as well as taking part in their own activities outside of school. This week the students will 
go back to Talkin Tarn to see if their efforts have paid off.  
 
Cycling - National Youth Circuit Championships 2014  
Congratulations to Elle Dickinson, Year 11, who won the National Youth Circuit Championships 2014 
(under 16), in London on 6th July.  
 
Trinity Leisure Centre - Summer Special Offer - Join now and get £15 off a 6 month for £65 Gym 
and Swim Membership (Offer ends July 31st 2014) 
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DATES for the 2014/2015 School Year 
 

First Day of Term Last Day of Term Half Term Week 

2014 Autumn Term 
Wednesday 3rd September 

Thursday 18th  
December 2014 

Monday 27th October – 
Friday 31st October 
 

 
2015 Spring Term 
Tuesday 6th January 

Friday 27th March 
2015 

Monday 16th February – Friday 
20th February 

2015 Summer Term 
Monday 13th April 

Friday 17th July 
2015 

Good Friday 3rd April 
Easter Sunday 5th April 
Monday 25th   – Friday 29th May 
Early May Bank Holiday - 
Monday 4th  May 

 
Some dates may be subject to change: 
 

DATES  
 

Wednesday 9th July – Friday 
11th July 

Seussical, The Musical 

Thursday 10th July Sports Day 

Monday 14th July Year 7 Freeze Day 

w/c Monday 14th July House Services 
Year 9 Interims to Parents 

Wednesday 16th July Reserve Sports Day 
Junior Prize Giving – 7.00pm at St Cuthbert’s Church 

Friday 18th July END OF SUMMER TERM  
School will close for the summer holidays at 12.30pm. 

Thursday 14th August A level exam results, Year 13 - 8.30am and Year 12, 10.00am 

Thursday 21st August GCSE exam results, Year 11 – 9.00am and Year 10, 10.00am 

Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd 
September 

Inset days 

Wednesday 3rd September First day of Autumn term 
All students (Years 7 – 12) to arrive before 8.30am  
Year 13 to arrive at 10.00am 

Tuesday 9th September Year 10 Information evening 

Wednesday 10th and 
Thursday 11th September  

Year 7 Cathedral House visits 

Thursday 11th September 7.00pm Senior Prize Giving in Carlisle Cathedral 

Wednesday 17th September Year 12 Information evening 

Thursday 18th – Saturday 
20th September 

Year 10 Oxford trip 

Tuesday 23rd September Year 12 Geography Fieldwork 

Wednesday 24th September Year 7 Freeze Day 
Year 7 Information evening 

Wednesday 24th and 
Thursday 25th September 

Year 11 Geography Fieldwork Controlled Assessment 

Thursday 25th September Centenary Event with the Bishop of Carlisle 

Friday 26th September Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Monday 29th September Peter Hart from the Imperial War Museum – Talk 

Thursday 2nd October Theatre Trip ‘Wet House’ by Paddy Campbell 

Monday 6th October RS GCSE Conference  

Thursday 9th October Year 12 Geography Fieldwork 

Friday 17th October Year 12 Geography Fieldwork 

Tuesday 21st October Year 7 Cathedral Service 

Friday 24th October  Year 12 Geography Fieldwork 

Friday 24th October BREAK UP FOR HALF TERM 

Monday 3rd November Back to school 
 

 

 
 


